Brief information about the project

Name of the project

AP19679313 Competitiveness of transit and transport
potential of Kazakhstan in the conditions of formation of
alternative transport corridors

Relevance

The relevance of the study is determined by the following
factors: the role of transport and transit routes in world
politics has an independent significance comparable to
economic development, natural resources, and military
potential. The possession of transport and transit routes
determines the country's place in the region, and sometimes
control over the region. Control over markets and routes of
delivery of goods and raw materials is becoming the cause
of political confrontation between great and regional
powers, as well as various integration associations.

Purpose

The aim of the project is an interdisciplinary study of the
main factors influencing the preservation and expansion of
Kazakhstan's competitiveness of its transit and transport
potential, which has turned it into a transit and transport
hub of Central Asia and the Eurasian space, a kind of bridge
between Europe and Asia.

Obijectives

1. to study the new approaches of the Head of State to the
role of transport and methodological approaches to the
concept of transport infrastructure;

2. identify the role of transport infrastructure in the
economic and political development of the country;

3. to explore the issues of trade policy as a tool for the
formation of new opportunities in logistics;

4. to reveal the prospects for the functioning of the
multimodal transport corridor "Eurasian Transcontinental
Corridor" taking into account the new geopolitics;

5. to study the key aspects of the organization of cargo
transit through the territory of Kazakhstan from Khorgos to
the port of Aktau, then along the Caspian Sea to
Azerbaijan, and then through Georgia to Turkey and
Europe;

6. develop new logistics solutions in the organization of
transportation and cost reduction in the supply chain;

7. to explore innovative solutions in logistics as tools to
improve the quality and profitability of logistics in the
company;

8. to study the specifics of national and international
projects for the development of Eurasian transport
corridors and the possibility of linking the Nurly Zhol
program with the initiatives of the EU TRACECA and
Chinese Silk Road Initiative ;

9. identify key issues related to the transit and logistics
potential of Kazakhstan;

10. to study the problems of transport integration within the
Eurasian space;

11. to assess the geopolitical risks possible in the
implementation of various transport and logistics projects




with the participation of Kazakhstan and new alternative
routes without the participation of Kazakhstan.

The research results will be reflected in publications and
will be aimed at studying the key trends in the development
of the logistics services market existing in Kazakhstan and
determining further ways to optimize logistics costs and
support international cooperation within the framework of
logistics and geopolitics.

Expected and achieved results

Within the framework of the project, it is expected to obtain
results that have both theoretical and methodological and
practical significance: the geographical and geo-economic
position of Kazakhstan provides significant strategic
potential for transit traffic. The total transit potential of the
region is estimated to be about 420 million tons at present,
some of which will occur in the EAEU countries for
transport in third countries. However, in order to handle
such huge volumes of cargo, the existing transport
infrastructure of the region must be modernized and
competitive. Therefore, deeper and broader cooperation of
the Eurasian states to create and maintain common
transport corridors, rather than competing ones, is
becoming increasingly important. In this case, they make a
significant economic effect by increasing the availability of
remote markets, overcoming the isolation of the
intercontinental countries, as well as significantly reducing
transport costs, thereby increasing the competitiveness of
domestic logistics..

As part of the work on the project, it is planned to publish
at least 1 (one) article or review in a peer-reviewed
scientific publication indexed in the Social Science
Citation Index, Arts and Humanities Citation Index and (or)
having a CiteScore percentile in the Scopus database of at
least 35 (thirty-five) in such as: World Development
Perspectives (CiteScore - 2.2, SJR - 0.538, percentile - 72),
Journal of Political Power (CiteScore - 1.8, SIR - 0.508,
percentile - 67), Journal of World Trade (CiteScore - 1.5,
SJR - 0.204, percentile - 66), Politikon (CiteScore — 1.5,
SJR - 0.283, percentile - 64);

- as well as at least 6 (six) articles and (or) reviews in peer-
reviewed foreign and (or) domestic publications
recommended by the quality assurance committee.

An international scientific and practical conference will
also be held with the involvement of leading scientists,
specialists and experts on transport, transit and logistics
potential. A collection of conference materials will be
published following the conference.

The work with identified documents and materials from
scientific libraries, materials of interviews with leading




foreign and domestic experts, the results of the analysis will
be completed with the publication of a monograph, and the
publication of an analytical report is also planned.

2) Obtaining patents in foreign patent offices is not
provided.

3) Development of scientific and technical, design
documentation - is not provided

4) The results of the project will be popularized among
scientists, experts, representatives of foreign policy
structures, young researchers through conferences,
publications, speeches at various expert platforms, both
offline and online. Forecasts and recommendations will be
offered for discussion with representatives of state
structures of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

5) Within the framework of the project, it is expected to
obtain results that have both theoretical and
methodological and practical significance.

Theoretical and methodological block:

The following results are expected to be obtained within
the framework of the study:

1. the phenomenon of international transport corridors,
which is becoming a characteristic feature of modern
political and economic development, will be studied;

2. the factors influencing the institutionalization of inter-
economic relations of the project participants, entailing the
formation of a political space, will be identified,

3. The study will reveal how new opportunities in logistics
will contribute to the involvement of the regions of the
Republic of Kazakhstan in the global economy and address
issues of socio-economic development of the regions and
accelerated GDP growth;

4. The study will focus on revealing the prospects of the
multimodal transport corridor "Eurasian Transcontinental
Corridor™" and strengthening the role of Kazakhstan in the
EAEU and receiving benefits from the globalization of the
world economy and the construction of the Kazakhstan
international transport corridor connecting the countries of
the Asia-Pacific region and the EU;

5. Field studies will be conducted to optimize transit
through the territory of Kazakhstan from Khorgos to the
port of Aktau, then through Azerbaijan and Georgia to




Europe and Turkey, as competition for markets and ways
of transporting goods and the possibility of opening similar
new hubs intensifies;

6. new logistics solutions will be obtained in the
organization of transportation and reduction of costs in the
supply chain, since the reduction of tariff and customs
barriers, simplification of customs procedures will provide
easier access to the markets of the participating countries
of the transport corridor projects and creates prerequisites
for integration;

7. international experience on innovative solutions in
logistics as a tool for improving the quality and profitability
of logistics in the company will be studied together with
colleagues from France;

8. the specifics of national and international projects for the
development of Eurasian transport corridors will be
studied, since a single market and transport infrastructure
iIs being formed in the world and in the future the
importance of control over transport routes will only
increase;

9. The key issues of Kazakhstan's transit and logistics
potential will be identified in order to delay part of the huge
flow of goods between Asia and Europe and prevent the
development of the ITC bypassing the territory of
Kazakhstan;

10. The processes of transport integration in the Eurasian
space will be studied in order to form a single economic
space and consolidate integration processes, bearing in
mind that integration associations are more easily created
where there are prerequisites for the passage of transport
corridors.

The scope and target consumers of each of the expected
results.

- The results of the proposed project will be important in
the development of the theoretical foundations of logistics
diplomacy, transport corridors and in the formation of a
transport hub in Central Asia;

- the implementation of the project will make it possible to
identify risks and threats to the countries of the region in
terms of ensuring their economic security;

- the issues of linking logistics routes will allow the
business environment of Kazakhstan and Central Asian
countries to develop programs taking into account the




possibilities of its implementation, and this will make a
huge contribution to ensuring the competitiveness of
regional routes;

— the implementation of the project would allow the
development of regional road maps along transport routes
at the level of local self-government bodies;

- also, the implementation of the project will be
useful for the scientific and academic environment in
matters of further developments related to the phenomenon
of logistics diplomacy;

- the results of the work will be useful for a wide
range of scientists dealing with security issues, integration
in the region.
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